HARVARD HEALTH TALKS
must take the lesson to heart and raise
our defences before the plague returns
to us.
Lest it be charged that the menace
is imaginary, that the situation holds
nothing in it to cause us alarm, or that
vaccination is not the great boon that
it is claimed to be, let us consider the
record of three states. Massachusetts
may be taken as an example of a state
which, having suffered the heaviest
blows from smallpox, early inaugurated
and has clung to compulsory vacci-
nation. California may be chosen as a
state in which the lesson learned was for-
gotten; where the priests of Baal pre-
vailed, but where now the old lesson is
once more being driven home with con-
vincing force. Minnesota affords an ex-
ample of a state where the people hold
personal liberty higher than the common
good, and choose to suffer from smallpox
rather than submit to compulsory vac-
cination.
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